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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To minimize increase in a noise level at a connecting point in the 
image pickup device that extends an image pickup dynamic range by synthesizing a plurality of 
images whose exposure differs from each other. 

SOLUTION: A maximum value detection circuit 7 controls the exposure of an image pickup 
element 1 to be a 1st exposure and a 2nd exposure that is smaller than the 1st exposure and 
optimizes the 2nd exposure based on the 2nd exposure. Furthermore, a synthesis circuit 6 
synthesizes a 1st image signal corresponding to the 1st exposure and a 2nd image signal 
corresponding to the optimized 2nd exposure. 
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